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Advent 2009 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Life is lived on many levels.  Almost everyone has times 
when they feel “at the bottom of the heap”, but also 
times when we feel “on top of the world”.  In between, 
we vary between discouragement and hope, optimism 
and depression.   Since we all have “down” times, what 
does faith offer to help us get “up”?   
 
First of all, we need to take stock of where we are.  This 
is what Advent is for.  Christmas usually is an “up” 
time, but how do we get there?  We do well to take off 
both the blinders and the rose colored glasses.  We may 
not have done dire wrong that we need to confess or a 
major fault that we need to correct.  But most of us carry 
some burdens that weigh us down.  A health problem 
may diminish our energy.  A difficult family member or 
business associate may keep us from feeling that we can 
ever relax.  It helps to identify what hinders us. 
 
Second, we can gain help by asking ourselves.  “Can I 
do something about the burden I am carrying?  Are there 
things that I can change?  Take a fresh look!  Is there 
some new approach or remedy to try?  If nothing still 
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COUNTING SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

 
DECEMBER 6                    
          HENDERSON STUART               
          HELENE CHARPENTIER 
 
                                                      
DECEMBER 13                              
          PAUL & PAM MEREDITH 

 
                                            

DEMCEMBER 20                          
          ALANA FLAHERTY 
          BARBARA LANDRY 
          GAIL PASCHAL 
                      

 
DECEMBER 27                             
          BRIAN COX 
          NANCY FLEMING 
          HELENE CHARPENTIER   
If the above schedule is inconvenient for 
anyone, please call me at 426-7275 to 
reschedule. 

seems able to solve the problem, can 
we find a new say to cope with it, 
live with it?    Sometimes simply 
finding something else creative to do 
gives us new perspective.  Endure 
what we can.  For the rest, find 
someone to talk with.  Sharing your 
feelings helps to make the burden 
lighter.   
 
Third, remember that God is near 
and can be called on.  Pray with the 
Psalmist, “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and put a new and 
right spirit within me.” (Psalm 
51:10)  The Psalms deal with the 
many levels of our living in 
remarkable ways.  Reading them can 
provide a background that makes our 
praying more effective. 
 
Finally, remember that God came 
to earth to live out, in Christ, a life 
that was victorious despite all its 
complications and burdens.   He 
taught  us ways of  dealing with 
obstacles.  He brought a new spirit 
and, through him, our own spirits 
may  be  renewed.   May  your 
Advent be one of new spirit and 
growth as we wait for the coming 
of our Lord. 
 
Blessings 
 
 
Rev PatRev PatRev PatRev Pat 

Wednesday Night 
 Bible Study 
 
We meet on Wednesday nights 
at 7 pm after choir practice. 
The title of our study is BEHOLD 
THE MAN ,the life of Christ.   
The course is 13 weeks long and 
will finish before Christmas.  
 
Please call Barbara Musgrove 
(426-4514) for more information. 



Jr. Choir 
 

          
 
The Jr. Choir will be practicing to sing 
at the early 5 o’clock service on 
Christmas Eve.  We are planning 
special dramatic readings for the 
lessons and a puppet sermon with the 
Jr. Choir singing.   
         It is traditional at St. Nathaniel’s 
for solo work from 4:30 – 5:00 with 
carol singing before the actual service.  
If your child plays an instrument or 
would like to sing a solo before the 
actual service please speak to me and 
we will schedule your child for a time 
to sing or play.  I will also work with 
the students if they would like to learn 
a song as a solo.  Please contact me at 
426-3381 or see me on Sunday.  
Thanks, Bonnie Cox. 

 
 
 
 
The BOOK CLUB will meet the 
third Wednesday, December 16th, 
in the Library at 12:00, There is 
always an interesting discussion.  

PO BOX  
 
 
We have closed the Post Office Box in an 
effort to save money.  Please address any 
mail you may have directly to the church 
at 4200 South Biscayne Dr, North Port, FL  
34287.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
COOKIE WALK 

 
Our Cookie Walk this year is on 
Saturday, December 19th from 9 until 
noon.  We ask that you please start 
baking and freeze the cookies for us 
so that we will have a good supply of 
Christmas cookies.  This activity is 
very popular with the people of North 
Port and we all look forward to it.  
The proceeds of this event go to the 
Sunday School children. 
 
Thank you 
Ella Richard and Valerie Smith. 

Highlights for January 
 

Keep January 15, 2010 open for the presentation 
of the 

“SOUNDSATIONS” 
Dinner and Entertainment 

$15.00 
Reserved Seats 

More details will follow soon 
 

January 27, 2010 
“DESSERT CARD PARTY” 

$6.00 
Reserved tables 

Tables of 4 or 5 & more 
Table Prizes & Door Prizes 

50/50 drawing 
Time 12:30 pm 

Tickets will go on sale January 3rd 



Altar Guild for  December  
  
 
 
 
 
To All, 
         The Altar Guild will be cleaning 
and decorating for Christmas on 
Wednesday, December 23 at 10:00am. 
          Everyone is welcome to join in 
the fun, maybe we will see you there. 
 
Set up Saturday and remove 
after 10am service on Sunday.  
Betty Kline 

Rayetta Haugh 
 
8am removal and set up for 
10am service on Sunday. 
 
Linda & Pam 

Meredith 

 
Thank you. 
             Pam Meredith 429-9030 

THRIFT SHOP 
 
 
Many thanks to Valerie Smith & Ethel 
Bertrand for a great selling job at the 
outside yard sale, and to Liz 
Daniels,Marilyn Russo & June Stark 
for the inside selling job-well done 
ladies.Thanks also to the men who set 
up & took down tables. 
The ladies who helped at the thrift 
Christmas table were so good, Joan 
Rigolout, Maureen Linn & Avril 
McNee. 
This past November we celebrated our 
first year in this location, we are doing 
well, more & more people are finding 
us & sales have improved, but we 
need more ladies to volunteer to help 
in this worthwhile venture. 
 
Mary Smith, Sr. Warden 

CHRISTMAS PARTY!   
 December 11th at 6:00pm 
Please join us for our Christmas 
Party where there will be fun for all 
ages.  Our dinner will be a Pot Luck, 
sign up sheet in Narthex, put your 
name by the menu item you will 
bring/ or contribution of money and 
don’t forget to put the number of 
people that will be coming with you. 
Kids of all ages – Guess who will be 
coming?   Unscramble the word and 
you’ll know the answer but shuuu – 
don’t tell anyone!  ATNAS 

 

Treasurer's Report  
October, 2009 
 
 
Income                        $9,143.75 
Expenses                  ($11,880.04) 
Surplus (Loss)            ($2,736.29) 
YTD Surplus (Loss)   ($7,511.73) 
 



ADULT NIGHT OUT… have you signed up for the  
dinner to Portofino’s restaurant? 
 
When:  December 8th 
Time:   6:00 pm at the restaurant unless you  are going to car pool from the 
church. 
Directions will be coming at a later date… 
Hope to see you there…it a great time to  meet your fellow members of St. 
Nathaniel’s… 

Annual Christmas  
Tree Sales -  
 
 
 
 
Everyone’s Help is Needed.  
In the past the profit became an 
important aid to our Church’s welfare. 
We welcome both gals and guys in this 
endeavor.  
November 27 - December 22, 2009 
Christmas tree sales teams needed. 
 
 
We need a minimum of two (2) 
workers per shift, but it would be 
better with four (4). We can use 
everyone’s help even if it means that 
you can offer only a few hours. 
 
Contact:     Henderson Stuart 
                  Ed Rigoulot 
                  Bill Haugh 

Handy Craft 
& Gifts 

 
         I am happy to announce that our 
contribution to the ECW annual 
Christmas bazaar was a success.  Due 
to the economic times we realized our 
sales would be less, but the raffle of 
the lap quilt, placemats and 3 pillows 
net total of $156.00 for Scholarships 
Fund and mission work. We gave all 
the proceeds from our crafts on bazaar 
day to ECW and that totals $152.00.  
         I have marked down many items 
in the store for our parishioners and 
those shopping in the Gift shop for 
Christmas, so please check us out.  
Many items have 50% or more 
reductions.   
         We also have Christmas cards 
available. 
         Check out the web site for more 
details on items on sale in December. 
         The Gift shop has also donated 
some door prizes for our Parish 
Christmas Party. 



December 5th 
 

Monthly Dinner 
 
 
 
    

 Dinner  
Served from 4:30 pm 

to 7:00 pm 
Spaghetti & 
Meatballs 

 
 
 
 

Salad, Dessert & 
Beverage 

   Donation: $7.00 adults  
$4.00 children  

 
 
 

      Take outs available 

 

THEME PARTY 
 
 

 
DON’T FORGET…START 
THINKING OF SOMETHING THAT 
YOU COULD DONATE…WE WILL 
GLADLY ACCEPT YOUR 
DONATION ANYTIME DURING 
THE NEXT FEW MONTHS…Many 
of you have asked me what a Theme 
Party was all about…so here is the 
explanation…. 
 
It is a Chinese Auction with a theme!  
Such as a pancake breakfast basket 
made up of everything you could put in 
for pancakes, another could be a dinner 
out with tickets for a movie…a pasta 
basket…everything from sauce to a 
bottle of wine with glasses…these are 
only a few suggestions…last year we 
had over 75 different baskets or gift 
certificates for dinners…thanks to 
many of you we were able to  put 
together these baskets…Maybe you 
might get something for Christmas that 
you don’t need, so a donation would be 
appreciated… 
I hope I explained this and hope you 
may be willing to donate a dinner, wine 
or anything that we could put 
together…The theme party is in 
March…hoping to hear from you. 
Pat Kralle 

429-8403 
 



SPOT LIGHT  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pam Meredith is doing a fantastic job as chair of the Altar Guild…may there be 
many blessings from our Lord as you go about the special work of setting the altar 

for our services… 
 

Many  thanks to Shirley and Manny Bettencourt for keeping all the plants and 
flowers looking beautiful… 

 
Special thanks go to Brian Cox for keeping St. Nathaniel’s up to date on the 

internet, if you haven’t taken a look, take the time to check-out all the happenings 
here at St. Nathaniel’s…The Web sight is fantastic… 

 
Barbara Landry and her crew did a super job on the monthly dinner in 

November…Our monthly dinners are delicious…come see for 
yourselves…thanks, Barbara… 

 
The Bazaar was a great success, thanks to Barbara Musgrove and all the ladies 

who worked…it was really a day that everyone worked together… 
 

 Thanks to Henderson Stuart for supplying the new light over the choir door – let 
your light shine! 

 
Thanks too to Barbara Lynch for the chicken salad…it was yummy…along with 
the baked goods…the candy was a popular item and was made with the caring 

hands of Ella Richard…many names are not mentioned but you were all 
appreciated… 

 
Don’t forget to buy your Christmas Tree…there is nothing like the smell of the 

trees in your home… 
 

…and to all of  us at St. Nathaniel’s may our Christmas be one of love and a day 
filled with gifts from above… 



They're Back!  those wonderful 
Church Bulletins! These sentences 
(with all the BLOOPERS) actually 
appeared in church bulletins or were 

announced in church services: 
 

Don't let worry kill you off -  
let the Church help 

---------- 
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I 
will not pass this way again,' 

giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation.  

----------  
For those of you who have 

children and don't know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs. 

---------- 
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter 

were married on October 24 in the 
church. So ends a friendship that 

began in their school days 
---------- 

At the evening service tonight, the 
sermon topic will be 'What Is 

Hell?' Come early and listen to our 
choir practice ...  

---------- 
Scouts are saving aluminum cans, 

bottles and other items to be 
recycled. Proceeds will be used to 

cripple children 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

December 7            Marsha Melnik 
December 9            Marjorie Morris 
December 9            Norman Schaft 
December 11         William Blewett 
December 11         Lucille Romano 
December 15         Harry Hicks 
December 15         Larry Musgrove 
December 25         Muriel Andernacht 
December 30         Jessie Hayes 
 
DECEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec. 26        Valerie & Basil Smith 
Dec. 26        Dolly & Norman Schaft 

Christmas Eve Services 
Please join us for our Christmas Eve 
services on December 24th: 
Family Service - 4:30 Pre-service 
music 
5:00pm Holy Eucharist and Puppet 
Sermon 
Candlelight Service – 10:30pm Pre-
service music 
11:00pm Holy Eucharist 
Christmas Day – 10:30am Holy 
Eucharist 
If you are traveling have a very blessed 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



YARD SALE 
 

Saturday, December 12th 
8:00am to 1:00pm 

 
COME JOIN US FOR A FUN MORNING 

  INCLUDES: 
 
 

  Bake Sale 
Lunch will be served 

 Hot Dogs & all the trimmings 
 

This will be the last Yard Sale of the 
year!  Thanks for your donations… 



 
 

St. Nathaniel’s  
   4200 S Biscayne Drive                        

 
ANNUAL 

COOKIE WALK 
Saturday, December 19th 

9:00 to 12:00 Noon 
 

Come early…hundreds of cookies 
to choose from… 

 
Why bake when you can  
buy homemade “baked”! 
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